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Cargo Volume (tons) & Type by Country Directions
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NSR Transits in 2023 

Total № transit voyages
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• 79 transit voyages made in 2023

• Transits between Russian ports – 36

• Transits between Russian port and non-Russian port  – 43 

• Transits between non-Russian Ports - 0

West or East 2 voy N vsl N Cargo
 

%

EASTWARD 45 40 1,989,317 94.54%
Crude oil 14 12 1,465,924 69.67%
Iron ore 2 2 324,500 15.42%
Coal 1 1 72,320 3.44%
LNG 1 1 71,500 3.40%
Containers 4 3 35,098 1.67%
General cargo 3 3 19,181 0.91%
Fish 5 5 793 0.04%
Ballast 15 14 0 0.00%

WESTWARD 34 30 114,884 5.46%
General cargo 5 4 60,331 2.87%
Containers 6 5 43,575 2.07%
Fish 3 3 10,978 0.52%
Ballast 20 19 0 0.00%

Total 79 50 2,104,201 100.00%cargo quantity collected from varioues sources and does not represent official statistics data. 
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NSR Transits in 2023 / Cargos between countries

Country direction voy N vsl N Cargo
 

%

Russia - China 23 20 1,957,910 93.05%
Crude oil 14 12 1,465,924 69.67%
Iron ore 2 2 324,500 15.42%
Coal 1 1 72,320 3.44%
LNG 1 1 71,500 3.40%
Containers 1 1 13,171 0.63%
General cargo 1 1 10,494 0.50%
Ballast 3 3 0 0.00%

Russia - Russia 36 25 58,661 2.79%
Containers 6 3 38,203 1.82%
Fish 8 8 11,771 0.56%
General cargo 2 2 8,687 0.41%
Ballast 20 20 0 0.00%

China - Russia 12 12 46,056 2.19%
General cargo 2 2 23,249 1.10%
Containers 2 2 22,807 1.08%
Ballast 8 8 0 0.00%

South Korea - Russia 5 4 41,574 1.98%
General cargo 3 2 37,082 1.76%
Containers 1 1 4,492 0.21%
Ballast 1 1 0 0.00%

Russia - South Korea 3 3 0 0.00%
Ballast 3 3 0 0.00%

Total 79 50 2,104,201 100.00%
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• Most of the transit voyages were made by tankers 
and fishing vessels. 

• Other types had almost equal number of transits. 

• Not common voyages via all the Route were made by 
LNG carrier – Velikiy Novgorod. The ship transported 
71 500 t of LNG from FSU Portovyy, located on the 
north-eastern coast of the Gulf of Finland, to 
Caofeidian LNG terminal (China). The carrier shipped 
back in ballast also along the NSR.
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Age group Voy N
 

10-20 30
Tanker 18
Container 5
General cargo 4
Bulk 2
Supply 1

20-30 17
Fishing 6
Bulk 5
Reefer 2
Container 1
General cargo 1
Supply 1
Tanker 1

30-40 11
Container 4
Fishing 2
General cargo 2
Reefer 2
Tug 1

5-10 9
Heavy Load 4
General cargo 2
LNG Tanker 2
Supply 1

0-5 7
Heavy Load 3
Fishing 2
Tanker 2

40-50 5
Fishing 4
Tanker 1

Total 79

Vessels Types and Age

Voyage N by Age Group
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Ice class & navigation period 

The transit traffic in 2023 started in June, the first vessel entered the NSR on 13th of June. It was 
heavy load carrier Pugnax (Arc 7 ice class) that departured from Busan to the Murmansk port with 
module for the Arctic LNG-2 project. The vessel crossed the NSR in 17,6 days with the assistance 
of nuclear icebreaker Ural.  

The bulk of transits in period from June to October were made by ships of low ice class or even 
without ice strengthening. 
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№ Voy by Month
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Ice 1   5 3 7 2   17
No Ice Class     3 8 3   14
Arc 5   4 2 2 4 1 13
Ice 3   2 3 4 2   11
Arc 4   1 5 3     9
Ice 2   1 3 2 3   9
Arc 7 1 1 2 2     6
Total 1 14 21 28 14 1 79
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